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AUTHORITY 


The Meat Import Act came into force on February 11, 1982. 
This act permits the regulation of imports into Canada of fresh, 
chilled and frozen beef and veal, and to that effect amends the 
the 


Minister of Agriculture, with the concurrence of the Secretary 


Export and Import Permits Act. Under its authority, 


of State for External Affairs, may establish any restrictions he 


considers appropriate on the quantity of imported beef and veal 


allowed into Canada, 
the act's schedule. 
The act provides 
committee consisting 
more than four other 


consumers. 


in accordance with the formula set out in 


for the establishment of an advisory 
of a chairman and *not Yess than "two and not 


members who represent the meat industry and 


This committee meets at the call of the minister and 


advises him on any matters he refers to it, that relate to the 


importation of meat into Canada. 


THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
The advisory committee, appointed by the Minister of 


Agriculture pursuant to Section 6 of the act, consisted O71: 


Chairman: Mr. G. Jones, Crane Valley, Saskatchewan 
Members: Mrs. Sylvia Atkinson, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Dr"G." Burton, Claresholm, Alberta 
Mr. G. Gras, Longueuil, Quebec 

Mr. F. Hess, 


Kitchener, Ontario 


The advisory committee met on November 8, 1985, to review 
the 1985 import regime and assess the beef market for 1986. 
Their views were sought and their support obtained before the 
act's invocation in December 1985. The minister advised the 
committee that a countervailing duty investigation had been 
initiated against beef from the European Economic Community; he 


subsequently informed it of the imposition of such duties. 


BEEF AND VEAL IMPORTS IN 1986 


Imports of beef and veal entering Canada in 1986 and their 


source of origin were: 


Australia 327.466) © 
New Zealand ZO OA ee 
United States Wg fey) ee 
EEC 1b Oe e 
Other dhe WeyshGi ge 
TOTAL Vio MOON hits 
(Source: Statistics Canada, Trade of Canada) 


In December 1985, imports of beef and veal were projected 
to be approximately 78 900 t during 1986. The Guaranteed 
Minimum Access Commitment under the GATT for 1986 was 67 000 t. 

The Minister of Agriculture and the Minister for 
International Trade took into account the formula and 
considerations set out in the act's schedule. Then, on December 
19, 1985, in accordance with the projections, they announced (as 
required under Section 3 of the act) that it was necessary to 
maintain the authority to restrict the quantity of beef and veal 
in fresh, chilled and frozen form that would be permitted entry 
into Canada during 1986. As a result, they decided to impose 
but then suspend a restriction on the quantity of fresh, chilled 
or frozen beef and veal that could be imported into Canada 
during that year. Because import of these products remained 
stable, they determined that no further action was necessary 


during the year and applied no controls in 1986. 


IMPORT REGIME IN 1987 


The Guaranteed Minimum Access Commitment for 1987 is 
67 800 t. Given the continued uncertainty of the international 
beef market, on December 11, 1986, the Minister of Agriculture 
and the Minister for International Trade announced (again as 


required under Section 3 of the act) that they were taking 


action to maintain their authority to apply quotas on the 
quantity of fresh, chilled or frozen beef and veal imports in 


1987. The ministers imposed and then suspended this 


restriction. This measure will permit regulating imports later 


in 1987, should such action be necessary. 


CANADA'S TARIFF IN BEEF AND VEAL, AND LIVE CATTLE, 1984-1986 
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Livestock Market Review. 


Includes slaughter and feeder cattle and calves from selected 


ports 


Feeder cattle, 91-318 kg 


Source: Statistics Canada, 


Slaughter cattle, 318 kg and over 


Veal calves, 91° kg and less 
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